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then he was beginning to rile, was to prove his
salvation. One influential Minister supported the
Inspector-General in his view of the affair. That was
sufficient for another influential and rival Minister
to take the opposite course, and to decry the whole
incident as nothing more than youthful effervescence
and coltish indiscretion. For many weeks the
ministerial battle was fought over the young man's
body, until even the Sultan became tired of the
subject. He settled the matter out of court, as it
were, by transferring Kamal from Constantinople and
attaching him to a cavalry regiment in Damascus,
It is one of the ironies of fate that a soldier who was
to play such an important part in his country's
battles, and conjure up armies, and achieve victories
when all 'else declared the military situation irre-
vocably lost, should so nearly have been branded as
a felon before being returned to the obscurity of an
uncle's farm. In this he had something akin to
the famous Kitchener, whom he so closely resembles,
for it is on record that Kitchener, when he sought
to enter the Egyptian cavalry after his exploration
work in Palestine, was all but rejected because of his
indifferent horsemanship.
Kitchener, too, was an economic soldier. He won
his battles without piling up his country's bills.
Kamal has won his without the necessity of incurring
bills, for the sole and simple reason that there was
none who would advance him credit. His armies
had no equipment, so he sought the ploughshares,
and produced armaments. They had no transport,
so he commandeered the village donkeys and oxen,
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